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The imaginary real estate agency Furr & Fethaz shows how bizarre it is to sell someone else’s land. It 
also points to the tension between building homes for humans and preserving living space for plants 
and animals. Finally, it touches on housing affordability and equity issues in cities. Overall, this 
artwork connects to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

Selling someone else’s land 

“Elegance and Sophistication with Inner-City Edge” reads one of the listings. Melbourne has lots of 
edge, which makes it a fabulous and buzzing city. At the same time, it has a colonial history that 
needs to be addressed. It is problematic that land is sold without acknowledging that it is stolen land 
in the first place. Here is a collection of articles on Aboriginal land rights. 

What can I and other non-Indigenous individuals do? Clare Land wrote a helpful book 
called Decolonising Solidarity. Her website has a great table with options, from very small to big 
steps. One way to contribute to reconciliation is by paying the rent.  

 

Biodiversity in Melbourne 

Lots of small animals enjoy their own piece of “Inner-City Oasis” in Melbourne. The City of 
Melbourne alone has recorded close to 2,000 species in the past 20 years. Insects contribute the 
largest number (over 1500 species), followed by, birds (239 species), fish (31 species), mammals (18 
species), reptiles (12 species) and frogs (7 species). Preservation of this biodiversity is an important 
challenge. 

See the Yarra Riverkeeper Association for more information about this majestic river and its wildlife 
(fun fact: the Yarra provides Melbourne with 70% of its piped water, after some cleaning ����). 

 

Housing and equity in the context of the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

Getting your own stunning, glorious or otherwise fabulous sanctuary in Melbourne is not easy for 
humans nor animals; we’re with so many! And the costs are high. In the past 40 years, the price of a 
typical house has multiplied by over 20, almost four times faster than wages.  

Melbourne is a prosperous city overall but wealth isn’t equally distributed. Inequity is unfortunately 
a reality, which the pandemic has even reinforced. Growing inequality is the opposite of the what 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals aim to achieve. 

https://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/profile/428716-eva-alisic
https://climarte.org/
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/aboriginal-land-rights-11922
https://www.readings.com.au/collection/decolonizing-solidarity
http://decolonizingsolidarity.org/what-can-i-do/
https://paytherent.net.au/
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/greening-the-city/urban-nature/Pages/urban-nature.aspx
https://theconversation.com/nature-doesnt-recognise-borders-but-countries-can-collaborate-to-save-species-the-escazu-agreement-shows-how-168253
https://yarrariver.org.au/yarra/
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/melbourne-housing-affordability-plummets-women-hit-hardest-20211107-p596po.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2021/sep/24/magnifying-glass-on-inequality-why-covid-is-hitting-harder-in-melbournes-disadvantaged-areas


The United Nations have formulated 17 important goals for the world, called the Sustainable 
Development Goals, the SDGs. They include the goal to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable (Goal 11). The Agenda also aims to address climate change (Goal 13) and reduce 
inequalities (Goal 10), among others. 

Have a look at how Australia is doing on the SDGs via this Dashboard 

 

 

 

Materials used for the artwork  

My photos for the ‘listings’ are all from Richmond locations close to the Yarra. All advertisement text 
comes from real Melbourne real estate ads, with minimal edits. The icons used in the ads are from 
the Noun Project: the bed is by Muhammad Auns, the bath by Vectorstall and the car by Fasobrun 
Jamil. Many thanks to friends and teachers for feedback along the way.  

 

Acknowledgement of Country 

I live and work on the Lands of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people and would like to pay my 
respects to Elders past and present. Furr & Fethaz Real Estate touches on caring for land and 
community, both human and non-human. The agency’s request to ‘put your real estate on the 
market’ may make us reflect on the fact that ‘our’ real estate is, for those of us who are non-
Indigenous, not rightfully ours. It stands on stolen, unceded lands.  

 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/profiles/australia
https://furrrealestate.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/real-estate-advertisements.pdf
https://thenounproject.com/

